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1First take the Photoshop file named 
ShirtShackhome.psd from this 

issue’s CD and either print it out and 
mark out the sizes and spaces between 
items in pixels, or annotate the file 
itself. Either way, this is the first thing 
you should do once you have a finished 
design before you start building it.

 Now that you’ve designed a page 
for your online store following the 

tips we gave you in last month’s tutorial, 
the next stage is to build the HTML. As 
you’ve already given the store a vaguely 
Web 2.0 look, it’s best to follow that 
through with some modern HTML. That 
means using semantic mark-up that 
degrades gracefully, which is just a fancy 
pants way of saying that you should split 
the relationship between a site’s content 
and what it looks like. 

You should aim to create the cleanest 
code possible, so here you’ll take the 
brave step of doing most of the work 
directly with the source code. For this 

tutorial you’ll use Adobe GoLive, 
although any application that lets you 
tinker with the source code directly, even 
a text editor, would do.  

There’s loads to cover in this short,  
13-step tutorial, so it’s probably a good 
idea to open the completed index.html 
and shirtshack.css files included on this 
issue’s CD and follow the process step-
by-step before trying again from scratch 
with a blank HTML page. We’ve 
included all the chopped up graphics on 
the CD, too. 

Illustration and tutorial by Jason Arber 
www.pixelsurgeon.com
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ON THE CD

TIME NEEDED

1 hour

INFO

In part two of his e-commerce site series, Jason Arber recreates the design created in part one using HTML, 
which, thanks to stylesheets and a modern approach to code, is much less complicated than it looks…

BUILD A SIMPLE HTML PAGE  
 

Jason Arber 
is co-
founder and 
benign 
dictator at 

Pixelsurgeon, an online 
arts magazine. He’s also 
creative director of 
Children of Finland, a 
design agency. In his 
spare time, Jason enjoys 
whittling and wicker-
bottom chair repairing. 
Visit www.childrenof 
finland.com to find out 
more about his work. 

ftp://ftp.futurenet.com/pub/arts/zinio/art123_part.zip
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3Now launch Adobe GoLive (or Dreamweaver – the principles in this tutorial will be the 
same for both applications). Create a new XHTML document by selecting File>New and 

save it as index.html next to your images folder by choosing File>Save.

5 You will need to link the new stylesheet to your XHTML 
page. On your document, click the top left Cascading 

Stylesheet icon to open the CSS Editor window. Click the 
Create a Reference to an External Style Sheet File and 
navigate to the shirtshack.css file.

6 Double-click on the file in the left-hand 
column to start editing it. Begin by 

clicking the Body attribute and attaching a 
background image to it in the Background 
Properties tab. Set the Repeat value to 
Repeat x so that the one pixel-wide gradient 
scrolls across the page from left to right, but 
doesn’t repeat vertically.

8 To create round corners, add some 
images. Between the style tags in the 

head, add two more IDs: #topleftcorner { 
height: 17px; width: 17px; left: 0px; top: 0px; 
position: absolute; } and #toprightcorner { 
height: 17px; width: 17px; right: 0px; top: 0px; 
position: absolute; }. Between the Div tags in 
the body, add <img id=”topleftcorner” 
src=”images/topleft_curved_corner.png”> 
and <img id=”toprightcorner” src=”images/
topright_curved_corner.png”>.

7 Drag a Layer from the Tools palette onto 
your document to create an empty Div. 

You can split the window to show the Source 
view by clicking on the bottom left Show/Hide 
split source button. Change the name of 
#layer1 to #container (and the Div ID to 
Container in the body) and give it the 
following options: background-color: #fff; 
width: 801px; top: 24px; left: 50%; margin-
left: -400px; and position: absolute.

To most designers, 
specifying font sizes in 
pixels seems the most 
natural thing to do. 
However, a bug in 
Internet Explorer 
means that type 
specified in those units 
can’t be increased for 
users who require 
larger type. The 
answer is to set type 
using ‘ems’ – a unit 
that varies relative to 
the font size – instead. 
The default size for 
medium text in most 
modern browsers is 
16px. If you reduce this 
size for the entire 
document by setting 
the body size to 62.5 
per cent you will end 
up with a new medium 
value of ten pixels. 
Now it’s possible to 
easily translate your 
pixel sizes into ems by 
dividing by ten, so that 
14 pixel type is 
represented as 1.4em.

FONT SIZES
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2 Next, flatten the Photoshop file (if you’re paranoid or clumsy, save a copy in case you save 
over the flattened version), then start chopping out all the graphics you’ll need from the 

file. Save them as PNGs or GIFs for images with flat colour, or JPEGs for photographic 
images. Save them in a folder called Images.

4 Create a new external CSS file by selecting File>New 
and select the CSS>BasicCSS option. External 

stylesheets are almost always better than using embedded 
stylesheets as they give you the option to edit the look and 
feel of your website separately to the content. Save the 
created CSS stylesheet as shirtshack.css.
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10 Using the same 
method of 

creating IDs, start adding 
more content inside the 
container Div. You can 
have Divs within Divs, 
which is handy for the 
text box containing the 
intro text. To create a 
bottom set of round 
corners, set a 
background image to sit 
at the bottom of the Div 
using the code #introtext 
{ url(images/intro_text_
bottom.png) no-repeat 
center bottom; }.

12With all the images and text in place, start styling the text. In the 
shirtshack.css file select the body tag and specify font-size: 62.5 per 

cent; font-family: arial, helvetica, verdana, sans-serif (the font size is set as a 
percentage to allow you to use ems instead of pixels. See page 65 for more).

9 Now do the same for the logo, specifying the top and left offset in pixels from the edge of 
the Div. Add a brief description using alt and title tags for visually-impaired visitors to your 

site. The Layout preview may not show accurately what’s happening, so check it in a browser.

13 Finally, set classes and IDs for the various styles of text you want, 
using 1em = 10 pixels for size (so that 12px text would be 1.2em, and 

so on). Apply the styles to the text using the <div id=”introtext”> method used 
previously, and for small snatches of styled text use spans (for example <span 
class=”orange”>ShirtShack</span>).  

11You will need to use classes for the row of T-shirt 
images. These can refer to multiple items rather than 

IDs, which can only be applied to a single element on the page. 
Aside from that, they both function in the much the same way. 
Create a generic shirt class (prefixed with a . rather than a #) 
and apply to the Divs containing the images as you would an ID.
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IDS AND CLASSES 

IDs and classes are 
called CSS Selectors 
and define the 
properties of the 
elements on the page 
you create. They can 
express attributes such 
as colour, type and 
width. The key 
difference between the 
two is that a specific ID 
selector is unique and 
can only be applied to a 
single element on the 
page. Classes are more 
generic and can 
therefore be applied to 
multiple elements.


