
1Signing up for a PayPal account is 
probably the hardest step. To create  

a shopping cart for your site, you need  
a Premier Account or Business Account. 
To make sure your bank account is okay, 
PayPal will make two small payments to 
it. Simply put those details back into your 
PayPal account in order to verify it. 
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 The final piece of the e-commerce 
puzzle is about to drop into place – 

here I’ll show you how to create a 
mechanism that allows people to buy 
your goods or services. Bespoke 
shopping cart systems can be costly if 
you’re just starting out, or if you only 
have a few things to sell, but luckily there 
are some cheap and easy solutions. 

PayPal’s free shopping cart makes its 
money by taking a percentage from each 
transaction, so it’s a great way to test the 
e-commerce waters without losing money. 

PayPal has been around for a while, 
and is now one of the most trusted names 
in online shopping. The company was 

bought by eBay in 2002, operates in 57 
countries and manages over 100 million 
accounts. There are other free client-side 
shopping cart systems available, such as 
Mal’s e-commerce (www.mals-e.com) 
and even Google, which is rumoured to 
be entering the low-end shopping cart 
business with Google Payments, so shop 
around to find the best solution for you. 

PayPal provides comprehensive 
documentation on its site, so download 
and read through all the relevant PDFs 
before you start this tutorial.

Illustration and tutorial by Jason Arber 
www.childrenoffinland.com
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DOWNLOAD

TIME NEEDED

1 hour

INFO

In the first two instalments of this three-part e-commerce series, you designed a site and built it using CSS.  
In this final stage, Jason Arber uses PayPal to add a shopping cart that’ll handle all those vital transactions

CREATE A PAYMENT SYSTEM

 
 

Jason Arber 
is editor-in-
chief of 
online art, 
design and 

culture magazine 
Pixelsurgeon. He’s also 
creative director of 
design agency Children 
of Finland. In his spare 
time, Jason enjoys 
whittling and wicker-
bottom chair repairing. 
Visit www.childrenof 
finland.com to find out 
more about his work. 

ftp://ftp.futurenet.com/pub/arts/zinio/art124_part.zip


3Once you have verified your bank details with PayPal,  
log in, click the Account tab then select Profile>Selling 

Preferences>CustomSellingPages. Now click Add and 
create a page style that matches your website design. There 
are not many options, but a well-designed custom header 
image (750x90 pixels) can make a huge difference. 

5 Now you can start adding a shopping cart to your site. 
Click the Merchant Tools tab then select Website 

Payments from the sub menu on the left. Scroll down and 
choose “Learn how to integrate Website Payments 
Standard”. In the section called “Select the features that 
fit your business needs” click the Integrate Now link in the 
Scenario2>PayPalShoppingBasket option. 

6 Finally, having reached the PayPal 
Shopping Basket page, you can start 

adding items to your online store. To do this, 
simply click the big link labelled Get Started! 
in the left-hand column. Make sure you have 
all your product details handy. 

8 If you are VAT registered, PayPal can 
calculate the VAT for you. You can also 

select the kind of postage calculation you 
want and also add a drop-down menu so your 
customers can choose a T-shirt size (or 
any option that doesn’t affect the price).

7 Add the product name, price, currency 
and the online URL of your Add to Basket 

button. Because this site will require options 
for T-shirt sizes, click the Add More Options 
button rather than Create Button Now.

When you add options 
to your PayPal Buy 
Now or Add To 
Shopping Cart buttons, 
the information is 
transmitted over the 
web in an unencrypted 
form, which is a 
potential security risk. 
If you don’t need to 
add options to your 
buttons, your data can 
be encrypted before 
it’s sent over the 
internet. Choose this 
option when creating 
your buttons on the 
PayPal website.

FEWER OPTIONS = 
SAFER OPTIONS
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2 You will need to create two more pages based on your existing homepage design called 
thanks.html and cancel.html. These are the pages that your visitors will be returned to 

when they complete a sale or cancel the transaction. When finished, upload them to your server.

4 Click the 
Preview button 

to check your 
handiwork as you 
progress. Click 
Return to go back  
to the Edit Custom 
Page Style section. 
Click Save when 
you’re happy.
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10 Now click on  
the Preview 

button and you will 
be able to see how 
your online shop will  
look and feel to your  
customers. Next, 
click Return to go 
back to the PayPal 
Shopping Basket 
Page 2 and click 
Create Button Now.

12Go back to your shop’s product page and start replacing your Add To Basket 
image with the code from PayPal. PayPal’s code isn’t pretty, so you may want 

to edit it so that it suits your site better. By carefully editing the input variables you can 
use the same code for all your buttons. Finally, add the View Basket button.

9 As you scroll 
down, you’ll see 

even more options. 
You can choose a 
View Basket button 
(or enter a URL for  
a custom image); 
select a Custom 
Payment Page Style; 
add the URLs for 
your Successful and 
Cancelled payment 
URLs; and enter 
options for Additional 
Information and 
payment notification 
email addresses. 

13 Keep previewing your site to make sure everything looks and works  
as expected. As long as you have an internet connection, the Add To 

Basket buttons should look fine and you can test them. Make sure you don’t 
go through with the transaction otherwise your credit card or PayPal account 
will be debited! Finally upload to your site and start making money!  

11You now have 
custom code  

to add to your site for 
the product you 
specified, and some 
generic code for the 
View Basket Button 
(which will be the 
same for all your 
products). Copy and 
Paste the code into a 
text file to keep it safe. 
Repeat the process 
for all your products, 
or if you are 
comfortable with 
HTML use the product 
code as the basis for 
all your products.
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SANDBOX TESTING

To ensure that your 
online shopping cart 
system works, you’ll 
want to test it without 
using a real credit card 
or debiting money from 
your PayPal account. 
PayPal’s Developer 
Central (developer.
paypal.com) provides  
a sandbox test 
environment, test 
buyer and seller 
accounts, and API 
testing if you are 
linking into PayPal’s 
payment system using 
third-party software.


