
1First choose yourself a suitable black-
and-white image. This will become the 

basis of your illustration. Open the image or 
photograph in Photoshop, making sure that 
it remains fl attened and black-and-white, 
although set to CMYK.

Adding an extra colour to your 
print job can greatly enhance the 

overall look of your fi nal piece. Using 
metallic Pantone colours is just one way 
of doing this, and there are hundreds of 
colours to chose from so you don’t have 
to stick to the standard golds or silvers. 

Pantone colours can be used in a 
number of different ways. Perhaps you 
could turn all of your text silver, or use a 
metallic colour on fl at areas, such as logos 
or graphic shapes. When working with 
Pantone colours within an image, you 
have two options – you could use the 
Duotone feature, which mixes two spot 
colours applied to an image or, as shown 

in the following tutorial, you can create an 
extra spot channel within a CMYK image. 

By using the latter, you can utilise the 
full colour range while enriching the 
image with the metallic Pantone or, right 
at the other end of the scale, when you 
have a one-colour job to print. Metallic 
Pantones are perfect for this situation, 
because they help you to turn a dull, one-
colour design into a stunning piece of 
work. Here’s how to do it. 

Illustration and tutorial by Jeff Knowles
www.researchstudios.com

There are several ways to add metallic effects and inks to your images, but, as Research Studios’ Jeff Knowles 
demonstrates, adding an extra metallic Pantone layer to your channels makes the process quick and easy
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ON THE CD

You’ll fi nd a reference fi le 
to help you complete this 
tutorial in the folder 
marked Tutorial\Metallics 
on this issue’s CD.

TIME NEEDED

20 mins

INFO

Jeff Knowles 
graduated 
with a 
BA (Hons) 
degree in 

Graphic Design from the 
University of Salford 
before moving to London 
to join Research Studios 
in 1998. There he has 
worked on projects 
for, among others, 
Macromedia, Bonfi re 
Snowboarding and Old 
Navy. Find out more 
about his work at www.
researchstudios.com.
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2Now, in the Channels palette, duplicate 
the black layer and invert your new 

duplicated layer by dragging the Black 
channel onto the Duplicate Layer icon at 
the bottom of the panel window. Next, 
invert the new duplicated black layer by 
pressing Apple+I.

6 In the Channels palette, 
select the Black Copy layer 

you created earlier and Select All 
by hitting Apple+A. This layer will be copied 
and pasted into your new Spot Channel.3 In the Menu bar, go to Image>

Adjustments>Curves (or hit Apple+M), 
and set the White point Input to 10 and the 
Output to 0. Now set the Black point Input 
to 70 and the Output to 100. This will 
provide a buffer for the overlap of the black 
and metallic ink.

7Now you have selected 
everything, Copy and Paste 

(Apple+C and Apple+V) the 
black layer into your new Pantone 877c spot 
layer. You can now delete the Black Copy layer 
you created earlier.

5 In the Colour 
Picker, click on 

Colour Libraries and select Pantone Metallic 
Coated from the drop-down menu. Now 
choose Pantone reference number 877 and 
click OK. This will give you the standard Pantone 
metallic silver. Finally, click OK in the new Spot 
Channel palette.

9Next, go to File>Save As and select 
Photoshop DCS 2.0 from the Format 

drop-down menu that appears. Click Save. 
The Photoshop DCS 2.0 format retains spot 
colour channels in the image so your printer 
can make an extra printing plate for the extra 
Pantone colour within the image.

KEEP IT DOWN

Bear in mind that the 
more colour you use, 
the less dramatic the 
results will be. All 
metallic Pantones are 
made up from a 
metallic silver base, 
therefore the stronger 
the colour, the less 
metallic the effect. The 
Pantone metallic 
swatch book will help 
you to pick the most 
suitable colour.

CHANGE 
YOUR COLOURS

Why not try the same 
process but with 
different colours? 
There are over 300 
different Pantone 
metallics to choose 
from, so you don’t just 
have to use silver. Try 
using colours that 
would usually be 
considered dull, such 
as brown. These 
colours can produce 
fantastic results when 
printed in metallic.

4Back in the 
Channels palette, 

select New Spot 
Channel. When the 
pop-up menu appears, 
click on the red square 
labelled Colour. This 
will take you to the 
Colour Picker, where 
you can select your 
Pantone colour. 10 Finally, you need to enter the 

following settings into the DCS 2.0 
Format palette: Preview: Macintosh (8 bits/
pixel), DCS: Single File with Colour 
Composite (72 pixel/ inch) and Encoding: 
ASCII85. And that’s it – your fi le should now 
be ready to print. 

8 Turn all of the other Channels on. As you 
do this, you will notice that all the white 

areas of the image have turned to grey. This 
is Photoshop’s way of showing you exactly 
where the Pantone metallic 877c will print in 
your fi nal image.
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