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A MySpace page in its default state 
is a pretty unattractive affair. But 

often customised pages can look far worse 
than that – the online equivalent of a 
teenager’s bedroom; a cluttered collection 
of memorabilia that goes some way to give 
the individual an identity.

So while allowing everyone, with or 
without decent design skills, to go in and 
customise their pages is bound to lead to 
unspeakable crimes against design, let’s try 
and look on the bright side. As a designer 
and/or illustrator, MySpace becomes 
another outlet for you to present your work, 
and get it seen by thousands of other 
designers, so it’s defi nitely worth the effort.

At fi rst it can seem a bit daunting, even 
if you’re used to building your own web 
pages from the ground up, but there are 
plenty of resources available out there. 
Okay, so you’re effectively talking about 
adding a background image, and then 
customising the page content via 
stylesheets that you paste into your Profi le, 
but within that there’s plenty of scope for 
creating a visually pleasing layout. 

Knowledge of HTML and CSS will help 
you a great deal here, and while it wouldn’t 
be practical to go through all the required 
code in this tutorial, we’ve included it on 
this issue’s CD for you. 

1Before you go 
any further, 

and if you haven’t 
got an account 
already, head over 
to MySpace and 
sign up. It won’t 
take you more 
than a few 
minutes, although 
you’ll need to 
have a photograph 
handy. Go on, you 
know you want to!

2 Have a look at your Profi le in its default 
state, and be thankful that you can 

change it substantially. Some elements can 
be hidden, some can be tidied up, and some 
can be completely transformed. 

Illustration and tutorial by Sam Gilbey
www.sam-gilbey.com

ON THE CD

TIME NEEDED

4-6 hours

INFO

Sam Gilbey 
is a freelance 
illustrator, 
designer and 
writer who 

has designed websites 
and graphics for a wide 
range of clients, including 
Motorola and MTV. He’s 
also an editor at www.
pixelsurgeon.com. You 
can see more of his work 
at www.sam-gilbey.com.

You’ll fi nd all the fi les 
you need to complete 
this tutorial in the folder 
marked Tutorial\MySpace 
on this issue’s CD.

PIMP YOUR SPACE
PHOTOSHOP

There’s no doubt that a MySpace page is a pretty useful tool for designers. Why? Because in this industry networking 
is important. Sam Gilbey reveals a way to transform an average MySpace template into something a little slicker

3 For the ‘urban’ style you’re creating here, 
you’ll need some spray-paint textures. 

A photo has been included on this issue’s CD, 
but we recommend that you try creating your 
own. Some black spray-paint and a big piece 
of card won’t set you back too much.

4 You’ll be using photos of buildings to 
create the key shapes and composition in 

this piece, so grab your camera and take 
plenty of photos of unusual and interesting 
buildings. You’ll end up with a unique 
creation this way, although we’ve provided 
a few on the CD if you’d prefer. 
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5 Open a photo of a building with a plain 
sky. Now select the Magic Wand tool and 

click on the sky rather than the building. 
Depending on the image, and the Tolerance 
level you’ve set, you may need to add to the 
selection by holding down Shift as you click.

PHOTOSHOP

6 Create a document that’s 60x60cm, at 
300dpi. Copy and Paste the sky on to 

this. Go to Layer>LayerStyles>Colour 
Overlay and apply a black overlay. Select the 
inverse, and Paste this in with a grey overlay.

7 You don’t just need fl at hard-edged 
shapes. If you use the Magic Wand tool 

within, say, the window of a building, and 
then go to Select>Similar, you’ll get a 
strong urban texture. Try this with a suitably 
complex building, and Paste this in, too.

8 Now you can continue this process for 
as long as you like, and may need to 

increase the size of your document as you 
go, but the more source material you have, 
the more variety you can introduce. Still, 
about 12 buildings is enough to get started.

9 Create a new canvas in Photoshop that 
measures 1,280x1,024 pixels at 72dpi. 

Take a screengrab of your MySpace Profi le 
and Paste it in. Go to Image>ImageSize, and 
scale the document up to 40x29.26 at 300dpi. 

10Create rectangles over the blue 
header, the Profi le photo and the 

contact box (hex colour 1c1c1c). Hide the 
layer with the screengrab and duplicate the 
background layer. Now go to Layer>Layer 
Styles>GradientOverlay and apply a vertical 
gradient that fades from orange to grey.

11Drag one of the building or sky shapes 
from the contact sheet on to the main 

canvas. Now scale and position it so that it 
obscures the left side of the header. Reduce 
the Opacity of the layer with the header, 
Profi le photo and contact box, and set the 
building’s Colour Overlay to 1c1c1c.

12 Work your way across the header, 
bringing in different shapes, and 

positioning them in such a way that they’ll 
really draw the eye in. The composition 
should radiate out from the centre top, as if 
the buildings are exploding on to the page.

13Group all the dark grey layers so that 
you can keep them separate. Repeat 

the process beneath the dark grey group, 
this time making sure each object has a hex 
value of 333333. The trick here is to make it 
look random, but this is actually done by 
taking great care.

While the imagery 
we’ve created here is 
deliberately pretty rough 
and ready, it’s worth 
noting that the way it’s 
laid out is far from 
random. Using colour 
and form to draw the eye 
around the page is a skill 
that can be developed, 
but is also quite 
instinctive. The MySpace 
page you’ve created here 
is very much about 
drawing the visitor down 
into the page from the 
oppressive header.

NO RANDOM 
COMPOSITIONS

Part of the reason the 
code is so lengthy when 
you’re customising a 
MySpace page is because 
you effectively have to 
overwrite every line of 
code they’ve built into 
a page. If you’re new 
to CSS (Cascading 
Stylesheets), don’t be put 
off – using CSS is actually 
much simpler than 
building an HTML page 
with tables, as was the 
standard not too long 
ago. Even learning the 
basics will help you here.

USING STYLESHEETS

| TUTORIAL
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14 You’ll now need to add a bright blue 
accent colour layer beneath, but the 

tones need to be quite varied to get the best 
effect and contrast. Open a new building 
photo, and go to Select>ColourRange. 
When you Paste this in and add a Colour 
Overlay, the transparency of the selection 
will be retained, rather like the Multiply 
Blending Mode.

15The buildings have made everything 
look quite solid. Find or take a photo 

of a pylon, add it into the dark grey layer 
group and then use the Clone Stamp tool to 
replicate the fi ne lines in various places. Use 
one of the hard-edged calligraphic brushes.

16 Defi ne the right-
hand side of the header with a CCTV 

camera silhouette in the darkest grey. 
Duplicate the layer, set the Colour Overlay on 
the original layer to bright orange, and move 
it down and right for a drop-shadow effect, 
using the accent colour to bring it forward.

18Duplicate the group with the blue 
accents. Hide the original group, and 

merge the copy. Apply a gradient overlay so 
that the layer fades from a deep blue down 
to the bright aqua. Add more texture and 
details, and add an extra box behind the area 
where the contact details will go.

20 Work through the generator and preview the code. Once you’re 
happy with it, Paste the code into the About Me section. It helps to 

understand CSS, because you may want to make further adjustments. 
An example code document has been included on the CD.
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19Save a copy of the fi le and scale it 
down to 1,280x1,024 pixels at 72dpi. 

Save it on to a web server as a JPEG and 
then fi nd a MySpace code generator, such 
as www.strikefi le.com/myspace to start 
creating your custom page by locating the 
background fi le, changing text colours, etc.

21There are various other pieces of 
style code that are worth fi nding – 

you can hide the blog space and the search 
bar, and force comment images to be a 
certain size. They all just need to be pasted 
in. An essential element to have is a 
personalised contact box, which should 
measure 300x150 pixels.

22 At this point, feel free to make various adjustments until you’re 
totally happy with the styling. For instance, here we added some 

semi-transparent frames on our background image instead of adding a 
background colour to the tables themselves. Then when you’re ready, 
why not say hello to www.myspace.com/computerarts?

We’ve highlighted a 
couple of different ways 
to cut out our silhouettes 
here, but there are 
actually several different 
methods. For a clean 
vector shape you could 
create a path by tracing 
over one of your photos. 
The Magnetic Lasso is 
also extremely useful 
when you want to 
exercise more control 
over the selection than 
the Magic Wand offers. 
Learn them all so you 
can apply the best one 
for the job.

CUT IT OUT!

17 Photograph or scan your spray-paint. 
Use Select>ColourRange to Copy 

a range of particles as they gradually fade, 
and Paste these on to the main canvas. Do 
the same with any drips you’ve created and 
blend these into the scene too.
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